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A TRIBUTE TO ALEXA “LEXI" JEWEL RINGO

AT 16 YEARS OLD, AND MINUTES AFTER PRACTICING ON -
THIS COURSE, LEXI'S LIFE AND HER ASPIRATIONS OF [ =SS . ® = g & ApolloBeach
BRCOMING AN ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON WERE CUT SHORT iy ' 4 Woman’s Club Ends
BY A DRUNK DRIVER. HOWEVER, THAT TRAGEDY DOES : €0 /58" Its Decades Long
NOT DEFINE HER. LEX1 WAS COMMITTED TO ACADEMICS, R W " Run
LEADERSHIP, AND SERVICE. SHE VOLUNTEERED FOR '
THE FIRST TEE, SARASOTA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, AND
METROPOLITAN MINISTRIES, AND DEVOTED HUNDREDS
OF HOURS MENTORING YOUNG GOLFERS WHO CONTINUE o
TO PLAY THIS COURSE. LEXI LOVED THE BEAUTY AND - Recent News
CHALLENGES OF HOLE FIVE. LIKE HER LIFB, SHE DID NOT -
WANT IT TO BE EASY, BUT CHALLENGING ENOUGH TO
MAKE HER SMILE WHEN SHE GOT IT RIGHT. AS YOU PLAY
THIS HOLE, REFLECT ON YOUR OWN POTENTIAL AND THE
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Text of the plaque posted in memory of Lexi Ringo, at Freedom Fairways Golf Course in Sun City Center
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By LINDA CHION KENNEY
linda@observernews.net T l Inspira, community
- partners support
The legacy of Lexi Ringo lives on through a new V. «: ) £ storm hit families
scholarship program and a plaque at Freedom
Fairways in Sun City Center, honoring a teen whose : :
life touched many. SCC Club to host
@ ot ; . . . Juneteenth event,
Alexa “Lexi” Jewel Ringo died at age 16 in 2025, just L
public invited
minutes after practicing at Freedom Fairways the
day after Christmas. She was riding in the
passenger seat beside her mother when, according Hillsborough County
to deputies, Dominic Frye, 21, ran a stop sign and S defeats Pinellas

struck their car. Frye, allegedly intoxicated, is County All-Stars in
Annual HS Baseball
Finale

scheduled to face charges in court in December.
Alexa Ringoﬂ on theéfeénsl {ﬁxaétb.ber-éozns On May 24, friends and family gathered to
remember Lexi, a National Honor Society student
who dreamed of becoming an orthopedic surgeon.
She died after a lesson with Coach Chris Homan, who first discovered her golf talent as

an incoming fourth-grader at a First Tee — Tampa Bay summer camp at Summerfield
Crossings.



https://observernews.net/
https://observernews.net/category/headlines/
https://observernews.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Photo-4-Lexi-Ringo.jpeg
https://observernews.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Photo-4-Lexi-Ringo.jpeg
https://observernews.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Photo-4-Lexi-Ringo.jpeg
https://observernews.net/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Photo-4-Lexi-Ringo.jpeg
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fobservernews.net%2Fposthumous-freedom-fairways-plaque-scholarship-program-pay-tribute-to-watersets-lexi-ringo%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Posthumous%20Freedom%20Fairways%20plaque%2C%20scholarship%20program%20pay%20tribute%20to%20Waterset%E2%80%99s%20Lexi%20Ringo&url=https%3A%2F%2Fobservernews.net%2Fposthumous-freedom-fairways-plaque-scholarship-program-pay-tribute-to-watersets-lexi-ringo%2F
https://observernews.net/author/rbg-admin/
https://observernews.net/posthumous-freedom-fairways-plaque-scholarship-program-pay-tribute-to-watersets-lexi-ringo/
https://observernews.net/category/headlines/
https://observernews.net/3486-2/
https://observernews.net/3486-2/
https://observernews.net/3486-2/
https://observernews.net/3486-2/
https://observernews.net/lennard-longhorn-flag-football-wins-state-regional-on-the-road-over-alonso/
https://observernews.net/lennard-longhorn-flag-football-wins-state-regional-on-the-road-over-alonso/
https://observernews.net/lennard-longhorn-flag-football-wins-state-regional-on-the-road-over-alonso/
https://observernews.net/lennard-longhorn-flag-football-wins-state-regional-on-the-road-over-alonso/
https://observernews.net/obituaries-3/
https://observernews.net/apollo-beach-womans-club-ends-its-decades-long-run/
https://observernews.net/apollo-beach-womans-club-ends-its-decades-long-run/
https://observernews.net/apollo-beach-womans-club-ends-its-decades-long-run/
https://observernews.net/apollo-beach-womans-club-ends-its-decades-long-run/
https://observernews.net/3486-2/
https://observernews.net/3486-2/
https://observernews.net/lennard-longhorn-flag-football-wins-state-regional-on-the-road-over-alonso/
https://observernews.net/lennard-longhorn-flag-football-wins-state-regional-on-the-road-over-alonso/
https://observernews.net/obituaries-3/
https://observernews.net/obituaries-3/
https://observernews.net/apollo-beach-womans-club-ends-its-decades-long-run/
https://observernews.net/apollo-beach-womans-club-ends-its-decades-long-run/
https://observernews.net/inspira-community-partners-support-storm-hit-families/
https://observernews.net/inspira-community-partners-support-storm-hit-families/
https://observernews.net/inspira-community-partners-support-storm-hit-families/
https://observernews.net/inspira-community-partners-support-storm-hit-families/
https://observernews.net/inspira-community-partners-support-storm-hit-families/
https://observernews.net/scc-club-to-host-juneteenth-event-public-invited/
https://observernews.net/scc-club-to-host-juneteenth-event-public-invited/
https://observernews.net/scc-club-to-host-juneteenth-event-public-invited/
https://observernews.net/scc-club-to-host-juneteenth-event-public-invited/
https://observernews.net/scc-club-to-host-juneteenth-event-public-invited/
https://observernews.net/hillsborough-county-defeats-pinellas-county-all-stars-in-annual-hs-baseball-finale/
https://observernews.net/hillsborough-county-defeats-pinellas-county-all-stars-in-annual-hs-baseball-finale/
https://observernews.net/hillsborough-county-defeats-pinellas-county-all-stars-in-annual-hs-baseball-finale/
https://observernews.net/hillsborough-county-defeats-pinellas-county-all-stars-in-annual-hs-baseball-finale/
https://observernews.net/hillsborough-county-defeats-pinellas-county-all-stars-in-annual-hs-baseball-finale/
https://observernews.net/hillsborough-county-defeats-pinellas-county-all-stars-in-annual-hs-baseball-finale/
https://observernews.net/hillsborough-county-defeats-pinellas-county-all-stars-in-annual-hs-baseball-finale/
https://observernews.net/cftb-grants-strengthen-south-shore-regional-nonprofit-services/
https://observernews.net/cftb-grants-strengthen-south-shore-regional-nonprofit-services/
https://observernews.net/cftb-grants-strengthen-south-shore-regional-nonprofit-services/
https://observernews.net/cftb-grants-strengthen-south-shore-regional-nonprofit-services/
https://observernews.net/cftb-grants-strengthen-south-shore-regional-nonprofit-services/
https://observernews.net/cftb-grants-strengthen-south-shore-regional-nonprofit-services/
https://observernews.net/inspira-community-partners-support-storm-hit-families/
https://observernews.net/inspira-community-partners-support-storm-hit-families/
https://observernews.net/scc-club-to-host-juneteenth-event-public-invited/
https://observernews.net/scc-club-to-host-juneteenth-event-public-invited/
https://observernews.net/hillsborough-county-defeats-pinellas-county-all-stars-in-annual-hs-baseball-finale/
https://observernews.net/hillsborough-county-defeats-pinellas-county-all-stars-in-annual-hs-baseball-finale/
https://observernews.net/
https://observernews.net/headlines/
https://observernews.net/news/
https://observernews.net/obituaries/
https://observernews.net/classifieds/
https://observernews.net/advertise-with-us/
https://observernews.net/contact-us/
https://observernews.net/full-newspaper/
https://observernews.net/

The plaque ceremony at Hole Five drew people from Lexi's Apollo Beach Waterset
community and from organizations where she volunteered, including Sarasota
Memorial Hospital, Metropolitan Ministries and First Tee, a youth development
nonprofit that uses golf to teach kids life skills and character development.
Representatives from Winthrop College Prep Academy, where Lexi served two years as
class president and was affectionately called the school’s “third principal,” attended, as
did golfers and parents from East Bay High School, where Lexi last year was named
Most Valuable Player for the girls team.

“A lot of overlap, people knowing Lexi, were at the plaque unveiling,” said Lexi’'s mother,
Chrissy Ringo. Among them were Freedom Fairways head coach Ron Larkin and
Homan, “the first and last person Lexi ever played golf with.”

Hole Five was chosen for the plaque because it was both Lexi’s favorite and most
challenging hole. “Lexi loved the beauty and challenges of Hole Five,” the plaque reads.
“Like her life, she did not want it to be easy, but challenging enough to make her smile
when she got it right.” The plaque encourages readers to reflect on their own potential
and the positive impacts they can make in other people's lives.

Lexi's legacy continues through a newly
established scholarship program, detailed
at www.lexislegacyfund.org. The merit
scholarship is for a high school senior at
Winthrop College Preparatory Academy,
or a golfer from East Bay High or from

First Tee at Freedom Fairways. The

medical scholarship is for a student Alexa “Lexi” Jewel Ringo, on the greens in October

accepted to the University of Florida 2025,

College of Medicine. Both are for the

2027-28 academic year.

Initial funding comes from the more than $118,000 raised in a GoFundMe drive after
Lexi's passing. Future fundraising plans include an Hawaiian-themed 5K race, inspired
by a vacation spot favored by Lexi. “Even at her Celebration of

Life, one of the coldest days of the year, people came dressed in Hawaiian clothes,’
Chrissy Ringo said, in an interview that reflected also on the teen’s character.

“Lexi didn't like people being bullied and she believed that everybody had something
important to say,” Chrissy Ringo said. “She wouldn’t bow down to peer pressure and
she would tell her friends going down the wrong path that they should live up to their

potential.

A TRIBUTE TO ALEXA “LEXI” JEWEL RINGO

AT 16 YEARS OLD, AND MINUTES AFTER PRACTICING ON
THIS COURSE, LEXI'S LIFE AND HER ASPIRATIONS OF
BECOMING AN ORTHOPEDIC SURGEON WERE CUT SHORT
BY A DRUNK DRIVER. HOWEVER, THAT TRAGEDY DOES
NOT DEFINE HER. LEXI WAS COMMITTED TO ACADEMICS,
LEADERSHIP, AND SERVICE. SHE VOLUNTEERED FOR
THE FIRST TEE, SARASOTA MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, AND
METROPOLITAN MINISTRIES, AND DEVOTED HUNDREDS
OF HOURS MENTORING YOUNG GOLFERS WHO CONTINUE
TO PLAY THIS COURSE. LEXI LOVED THE BEAUTY AND
CHALLENGES OF HOLE FIVE. LIKE HER LIFE, SHE DID NOT
WANT IT TO BE EASY, BUT CHALLENGING ENOUGH TO
MAKE HER SMILE WHEN SHE GOT IT RIGHT. AS YOU PLAY
THIS HOLE, REFLECT ON YOUR OWN POTENTIAL AND THE
POSITIVE IMPACTS YOU CAN MAKE IN PEOPLE’S LIVES.

LEXI CONTINUES TO HELP OTHERS THROUGH HER
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND.

WWW LEXISLEGACYFUND .ORG
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Chrissy Ringo photos Text of the plaqg
Lexi Ringo’s parents, with coach Chris Lexi Ringo, at Freedom Fairways Golf

Homan, at Hole Five at Freedom Fairways (SRS ) S0 (7 S

Golf Club.






